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(EPA). EPA amendments would af- 
fect only aircraft certified after 1979 
and 1984. 

For some time the FAA has been 
considering lowering the maximum 
noise levels specified in Part 36. In 
Nov 1975 the FAA proposed three 
stages of noise reduction to which new 
aircraft would have to comply. Air- 
planes complying with current Part 36 
Appendix C noise limits would face 
more stringent requirements on 
engines changed for noise reasons. 
Since 1975 the FAA has twice mod- 
ified its proposal. The first modifica- 
tion would apply the 1975 proposals to 
single-engine airplanes in the transport 
category, regardless of engine type. 
The second modification, issued in 
October 1976, resulted from Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) discussions on international 
noise standards. In place of its 1975 
proposal, FAA suggests replacing the 
separate sideline noise limits for 1-, 2-, 
3-, and 4-engine airplanes by a single 
limit. Separate takeoff limits would be 
retained in a modified form. The ap- 
proach noise limit would be signifi- 
cantly modified only in the upper 
weight ranges. Depending upon the 
proposal adopted, aircraft weight, and 
number of engines, reductions from 
current Part 36 Appendix C levels 
would fall in the following ranges: 

—Sideline, 5-9 dB 

—Takeoff, 1-10dB 

—Approach, 3-4 dB. 

FAA also has proposed rewriting FAR 
Part 36 to cover changes in aircraft 
noise measurements and evaluation 
specifications. The FAA proposes sub- 
stantive clarifying amendments to the 
test and analysis instrumentation spec- 
ifications, calibration procedures, me- 
teorological test conditions, and data 
correlation procedures. The FAA also 
proposed changes in calculating Effec- 
tive Perceived Noise Level (EPNL). 
The changes could take effect early 
next year if approved. 

FAA next expects to tackle pending 
proposals including standards for such 
aircraft as SSTs, helicopters, and 
STOLs, and standards for various air- 
craft operations and airport noise. 

Jimmy Carter and his new team may 
vector all the above actions to a 
holding pattern until they learn the 
ropes. Robert P. Hudock 
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